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Term Exp. Jan. 1998
City Manger
Douglas R. Elliott Jr.
Councilor Ward 1
Sherie Dinger
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Councilor Ward 2
Geraldine Williams
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Councilor Ward 3
Mike Micucci
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Councilor Ward 4
Stephen Fournier
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Councilor Ward 5
Romeo Messier
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Councilors At Large
Brian Tapscott
Term Exp. Jan. 1 998
Susan Beaudet
Term Exp. Jan. 1998
Roger Berube
Term Exp. Jan. 1998
Marcel Cote



































Term Exp. March 1998
James Cowan




Term Exp. July 28, 1997
Ronald LeHoullier
Term Exp. July 28, 1997
Sam Reid
Term Exp. July 28, 1999
Roger Gagne
Term Exp. July 28, 1999
Michael Smith
Term Exp. July 28, 1998
Alternate: Kenneth Perreault
Planning Board







Term Exp. March 23, 1998
Patricia Yellenik
Term Exp. March 23, 1997
Francis Vincent
Term Exp. March 23, 1999
Toni Guilmette
Term Exp. March 23, 1998
Alan Marquis




Norman Leclerc, City Engineer
Daniel Donovan
Paul Vallee, Fire Chief









Trustee of Trust Funds
Term 3 years
Paul Carpenter
Term Exp. Jan. 1 994
Vivianne Derosier
Term Exp. Jan. 1995
Richard Jutras




Term Exp. Feb. 28, 2000
George Bald
Term Exp. Feb. 28, 2001
Jean Gill
Term Exp. Feb. 28, 2002
Albert Cormier
Term Exp. Feb. 28, 1998
Joan Lynch
Term Exp. Feb. 28, 1999
Water Commissioners
Term 2 years
Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., Ch.
Norman G. Leclerc, Clerk
Romeo Messier
Term Exp. Jan. 1996
John Chick




Term Exp. April 1998
Mike Casino
Term Exp. Nov. 1998
Raymond Boulanger
Term Exp. Nov. 1 997
Frank Richardson
Term Exp. March 1 999
Paul Collins
Term Exp. March 1 997
Imants Millers
Term Exp. March 1 999
Scott Gessis




Term Exp. Jan. 1999
Elsie Gould
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Roger Vamey
Term Exp. Jan. 1998
David Eastman
Term Exp. Jan. 2002
Phil Wentworth




Term Exp. Jan. 1998
Joan McNally
Term Exp. Jan. 2002
Sheila Clark
Term Exp. Jan. 1998
Sheila Clark
Term Exp. Jan. 1998
Greg Bailey
Term Exp. Jan. 1999
Thomas Tetreault
Term Exp. Jan. 2001
Susan Littlefield
Term Exp. Jan. 2000
Librarian: Debora Longo
School Board






















Term Exp. June 1998
Ralph Pope
Term Exp. June 1999
Samuel Reid
Term Exp. August 1997
Historic District Commission
Sally Goodwin
Term Exp. March 1 997
John Jackman
Term Exp. March 1 997
Monica Zulauf
Term Exp. March 1 996
Daniel Vincent
Term Exp. May 2000
Beth Poulin
Term Exp. June 2000
Catherine Pritchett
Term Exp. June 2000
Election Officials


















































Term Exp. Sept. 2000
Elizabeth Pilley
Term Exp. Sept. 1997
Kathleen McHugh, resigned
Raymond Lapointe, replaced
Term Exp. Sept. 1998
Agnes Pouliot
Term Exp. Sept. 1999
Raymond Fournier
Term Exp. Sept. 2001
Somersworth Industrial
Development Authority
Douglas R. Elliott, Jr., Ex Officio
Mayor James M. McLin, Ex Officio
Roderick Boivin
Term Exp. July 26, 1998
Thomas Dumais
Term Exp. July 26, 1998
Michael Nye
Term Exp. July 26, 1997
Steve' Hoi land
Term Exp. Sept. 13, 1995
Robert Wyand
Term Exp. Aug. 22, 1997
Sidney Wilde
Term Exp. July 26, 1997
Timothy Dargan
Term Exp. Jan. 3, 1998
Kathy Couturier
Term Exp. Jan. 3, 1998
1996/1997 ORDINANCES
1. Ordinance No. 21-96 Zoning Ordinance Amendments. 7/15/96.
2. Ordinance No. 22-96 Chapter 22A Site Plan Review Regulations Amendments.
7/15/96.
3. Ordinance No. 24-96 Amending Chapter 4, Section 1 1 .4 Salary Table. 7/22/96.
4. Ordinance No. 4-97 Disbursal of Unanticipated Landfill Grant Revenue
9/16/96.
5. Ordinance No. 3-97 Amendments to Chapter 20, Building Code 10/7/96.
6. Ordinance No. 6-97 Chapter 30, Section 8, Park Operating Policy. 10/7/96.
7. Ordinance No. 8-97 Chapter 4. Section 7.9 Elective Office Conflicts. 1 1/18/96.
8. Ordinance No. 7-97 Amending Chapter 8A, Article VII, Section 2 and Article
XV, Section 7B Sewer Ordinance 1/6/97.
9. Ordinance No. 9-97 Chapter 13, Police Offenses, Section 3, Traffic Control
Subsection 3.1 parking F. Time limited Parking No. 3 One Hour. 1/6/97.
10. Ordinance No. 10-97 Transfer Ordinance. 2/18/97.
1 1
.
Ordinance No. 1 1 -97 Amending Chapter 4, Section 7.9.1. 3/3/97.
12. Ordinance No. 14-97 Amending Chapter 4, Personnel Rules and Regulations.
5/19/97.
13. Ordinance No. 13-97 Zoning Ordinance Amendment - Child Care Homes -
Home Occupation Regulations and Table of Uses. (Table 4.A.3). 6/2/97.
14. Ordinance No. 16-97 Transfer Between Departments. 6/2/97,
15. Ordinance No. 15-97 Amending Chapter 13. Police Offenses. 6/16/97.
16. Ordinance No. 17-97 Disbursal of Unanticipated Revenue. 6/16/97.
17. Ordinance No. 19-97 - 1997/98 City Budget. 6/16/97.





Resolution No. 23-96 Approving the Merger Between Continental
Cablevision, Inc. and U.S. West, Inc. 8/19/96.
2. Resolution No. 1 -97 Authorizing the City Manager to Sign a Contract for
Forestry Services on the Lily Pond Parcel. 8/19/96.
3. Resolution No. 2-97 Authorizing the City Manager to Amend the Contract
With Tilcon Maine, Inc. to Include the Reconstruction of Sinclair Avenue,
Wolcott Street. Ellswick Street and Grove Street from Grand to Prospect
Streets. 8/19/96.
4. Resolution No. 3-97 Disposing of Property Acquired by Tax Collector's Deed.
8/19/96.
5. Resolution No. 4-97 Authorizing the City Manager to Sign a Contract for the
Purchase of Trash Bags. 9/16/96.
6. Resolution No. 5-97 Authorizing the School Board to Proceed with
Replacement of Middle School Roof. 10/7/96.
7. Resolution No. 6-97 White Enterprises, Inc. Property Tax Map 65, Lot 1.
10/21/96.
8. Resolution No. 7-97 Authorizing and Directing the City Manager to Sign a
Three-Year Contract with OMI for the Operation and Maintenance of the
City's Wastewater Treatment Plant and Pumping Stations. 10/21/96.
9. Resolution No. 8-97 Authorizing the City Manager to File for a State
Revolving Loan Fund Application to Upgrade the Wastewater Treatment Plant
Headworks. 10/21/96.
10. Resolution No. 10-97 Acceptance Conditions for the Somersworth Child
Care Center Expansion Under the Community Development Block Grant
Program by the City of Somersworth. 12/9/96.
1 1
.
Resolution No. 1 1 -97 Support of the Full Design/Minimal Build Plan for the
High Street Reconstruction Project. 12/9/96.
12. Resolution No. 9-97 Letter of Commitment to Utilize Regional Development
Corporation to Administer Future Community Development Block Grants.
1/6/97.
13. Resolution No. 12-97 Discontinue Old Lily Pond Road. 1/6/97.
14. Resolution No. 13-97 Authorizing the City Manager to Sign a Contract with
Four Seasons Janitorial 1/20/97.
15. Resolution No. 14-97 Authorizing the City Manager to Sign a Contract with
BARC Enterprises. 1/20/97.
16. Resolution No. 15-97 Supporting the New England Patriot's Superbowl Effort
1/20/97.
17. Resolution No. 16-97 High School Renovation Addition Project Interest
Earnings. 3/3/97.
1 8. Resolution No. 1 7-97 Supporting the Passage of the "Safe and Affordable
Schools Act". 3/17/97.
1 9. Resolution No. 1 8-97 Authorizing the Submission of a Capacity Building
Grant Application to Assist in the Establishment of the Strafford Regional
Development Corporation. 5/5/97.
20. Resolution No. 19-97 Authorizing the City Manager to Receive Bids for the
Reconstruction of Gonic Road. 5/19/97.
2 1
.
Resolution No. 2 1 -97 County Courthouse Location. 6/2/97.
22. Resolution No. 20-97 Superfund Insurance Settlement. 6/16/97.














Agg. Felonious Sexual Assault ... 1
Assault 76
Attempted Burglary
Attempted First Degree Assault . .
.

















Dog at Large 2
Domestic Violence/Abuse 1
Endanger Welfare of Child 1
Failure Vaccinate Dog 3
Felonious Sexual Assault 1
First Degree Assault 1
Forgery 2
Fradulent Use of Credit Card 1
Fugitive from Justice 6
Harassment 6
Illegal Possession Alcohol 48
Illegal Dumping 1
Illegal Possession Tobacco 23




Obstruct Report of Crime 9
Open Container 22
Possession Controlled Drug 21
Possession Drug Paraphernalia .... 18
Possession Narcotic Drug 1
Possession of Weapon 1
Prohibited Sales 4
Reckless Conduct 1
Receive/Possess Stolen Property ... 8
Resisting Arrest/Detention 10
Sale Controlled Drug 1






Violation of Court Order 2
Violation Probation Order 1
Violation Protective Order 17
Warrant other Court 51
Willful Concealment 18
Witness Tampering 1
MOTOR VEHICLE ARRESTS: 912
Abandoned Motor Vehicle 1
Allow Improper Person Operate .... 1
Avoid Traffic Device 3
Clinging Vehicle Prohibited 1
Conduct after Accident 9
D.W.I 30
D.W.I. , Aggravated 9
D.W.I., Second 4
Defective Equipment 3
Disobey Police Officer 8
Disregard Traffic Device 6
Failure Change Address 1
Fail Obey Traffic Device 54
Failure to Yield 2
Fail Yield-Driveway 5








Improper Lane Use 2
Improper Passing 4
Improper Turn 1
Interfere with Traffic Sign 1
License not in Possession 1
INCIDENT REPORTS: 5486
Abandoned Motor Vehicle 16
Accidents 240
Accidents-OHRV 1






Assist Other Agencies 249
Attempt to Locate 14
Littering 2
Misuse of Plates 9
Misuse of Power 7
OHRV Public Way 2
One Way Street 2
Operating Left of Center 1
Operating Revocation/Suspension . 68
Op. Rev/Susp., Second 2
Oper. w/o Corrective Lenses 1
Operating w/o Headlights 3
Operating w/o a License 45
Op. w/o License, Second 1
Operating w/o MC License 1
Parking Violation 20
Parking on Sidewalk 2






Unattended Motor Vehicle 3
Unauthorized Use Motor Vehicle ... 1
Uninspected Motor Vehicle 133
Unregistered OHRV 1
Unregistered Motor Vehicle 52
Unsafe Turn 3
Vehicle Registration Suspended .... 9
Attempted Arson 1
Attempted Auto Theft 1
Attempted Burglary 5









INCIDENT REPORTS - Con't
Civil Complaint 42











False Public Alarm 2






Hazardous Material Spill 1
Harassing Phone Calls 76
Harassment 9
























Recovered Stolen Motor Vehicle . . 19











Suspicious Motor Vehicle 86
Suspicious Person 80
Theft 286
Theft Rented Property 1









It is again a privilege to share with readers of this Annual Report the many
successes that have taken place at SFD during the past year. So put on a set of
turnout gear, envision yourself seated behind the wheel of Engine 2, and prepare to
share in the achievements of these firefighters who proudly serve the Hilltop
Community:
Fire Chief Paul Vallee, Captain Donald McCabe, Lieutenants Martin Pepin,
Donald Messier, Roland Bisson, and Privates Marc Vaillancourt, Beth Parker,
David Dumais, Kenneth Vincent, Harry Irwin, John Viola, Michael Clough, and
Troy Brown. The Call Force is complimented by Firefighters Paul Desmarais, John
Mahar, Crew Chief David Witham, Michael Pepin, Norm Dell, Ed Wilder,
Christopher Pepin, Dave McCann, Marty Messier, Bobby Joslin, Donald Launsby,
Greg Guillmette, Keith Irwin, and Joanne Pepin.
Now for the Year in Review.
Chief Paul Vallee presented unit Citations to recipients Roland Bisson, Marc
Vaillancourt, and Kenneth Vincent at the State of New Hampshire Awards
Ceremony for their outstanding professional performance at a multi-vehicle
collision in the City of Rochester, New Hampshire. The assistance that these
firefighters rendered contributed to the swift and efficient operation at this
emergency scene.
Firefighter Troy Brown was instrumental in selectively upgrading the new
Forestry unit to meet the specific needs of Somersworth. It is equipped with a
Honda 5 1/2 horsepower pump, suction hose, hand lines, and forestry tools. This
vehicle was requisitioned from the State of New Hampshire at no cost to the City,
and is now an indispensable resource for enhancing fire suppression activities in the
Somersworth area.
Lieutenant Martin Pepin begins his third year as Training Coordinator at SFD
and continues to prepare training sessions which are as diversified as the Fire
Service itself. Department members were privileged to receive education in
Hazardous Materials Decontamination, Emergency Medical Care at the State
Certified First Responder level, Below Grade Rescue procedures, New Hampshire
Fire Codes, Motor Vehicle Extrication, Ladders, self-contained Breathing
Apparatus, Natural Gas, Pump Relays, Driver Safety, and Dispatch Procedures.
Firefighter Harry Irwin has distinguished himself as the Fire Investigator for
the Department, and has served in this capacity for two years. He receives annual
training in this specialized field, and has assisted the State Fire Marshall's Office on
numerous occasions. His expertise is considered a valuable asset to this Department
and the community.
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A special seminar was hosted at Mcintosh College on the Incident Command
System and addressed the realm of present day emergency scenarios. It was
attended by Chief Vallee, next-in-command Captain Donald McCabe, and
Lieutenants Martin Pepin and Donald Messier. The training was multi-
jurisdictional in nature, allowing for interaction between a wide spectrum of Public
Safety personnel and agencies.
The Department also participated in a "Safety Day" which was held at The
Works' Athletic Club. Lt. Roland Bisson, and Firefighters David Dumais and Harry
Irwin arrived with two engines and conducted tours of the apparatus, explaining the
various appliances that equip each vehicle. The firefighters fielded an array of
questions from the public sector regarding all aspects of fire safety and prevention,
and provided youths with adhesive fire badges. The laptop computer aboard
Engine 2 met with great approval from the citizens, who expressed their enthusiasm
for its compatibility to the needs of the Fire Service.
SFD and the Somersworth Department of Public Works again combined their
talents and resources throughout the year. Maurice Morin from Highway utilized
his expertise to refurbish Engine 3, while several other Public Works employees
supported the overhaul operations at a recent training burn on Rocky Hill Road.
Director Greg Mack offered innovative ideas and support in the Computer field
which was most appreciated.
The Department wishes to express its sincere gratitude to area businessmen for
their support of the "Officer Phil" Program, a fire safety curriculum directed
towards elementary grade students. This program has met with great success in the
school system and has acutely increased the children's awareness to the
consequences of fire. Lieutenant Donald Messier directs his Fire Prevention
program towards this end, and further addresses individual and family concerns that
pertain to issues of fire safety and prevention.
The Fire Department inspection program continues to provide insight to
businesses and property owners regarding the many facets of fire protection. This
inspection program was implemented in 1983, and now continues to flourish under
the present day supervision of Captain Donald McCabe. All businesses and
apartment buildings which are occupied by three or more units are inspected by fire
department personnel on an annual basis with respect to National Fire Protection
Association and Life Safety Codes. This inspection program has significantly
enhanced the safety of all citizens who reside within the City of Somersworth.
Major improvements have also taken place outside the confines of the Station
itself. Kenneth Vincent can be credited with painting the exterior perimeter of the
building, while Martin Pepin and Beth Parker landscaped the grounds with trees
and flower beds. Both these projects enhance the appearance of the station, not
withstanding significant repairs and renovations to the Chiefs Office by Pepin and
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Parker. All were accomplished at minimal or no cost to the City.
Now, if you will, please respond with Firefighters John Viola and Michael
Clough to the area of High Street for the rescue of several ducklings who fell
through the grates of a manhole and became helpless victims of the City's sewer
system. Viola and Clough used their Yankee ingenuity to assist the young fowls to
safety, who then resumed their journey to the original Willand Pond destination.
Yes, it really happened, and yes, mother was waiting!
Well, the tour has ended, and we hope that you have enjoyed being a part of
our Team. Turnout gear can be returned to its proper place as the oncoming shift
readies itself in anticipation of events yet to be revealed. You are a crucial member
of this well organized and efficient Team - City Administrators, Department
Management, line personnel, and community members - all whom embrace the
same desire for a safe, prosperous, and fire-free Community. We're glad that you're
on our role call sheet!
The following Fire Incidents occurred during Fiscal year 1996-1997:
ALARMS RECEIVED: 778
Days of Week




% of buildings complied with
Violations issued
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Fiscal '96-'97 produced a mild winter and lots of accomplishments. The new
sidewalk on Market St. was pressure washed and a coating was applied to protect it
from the salt. We repaired collapsed storm drains on Fayette & Main, Cote St.,
William St., Indigo Hill Rd., Lee St., Green St., Fremont St., and the comer of Main
& No-Name St. next to City Hall. We ran a new storm drain line on Ellswick St.
prior to it being paved. We paved the end of Norcross St.. We responded to 34
reports of sewer blockages of which only 5 were in the City's lines.
We plowed snow 15 times. We worked 740 man-hours of over time to
accomplish this. We spread 1,614 Tons of salt and 1,993 Tons of Sand. The heaviest
storm of the Season was on April 1, 1997.
We conducted 1 1 burials in the City's Forest Glade Cemetery. In addition to
routine maintenance all of the masonry work on the Furber Chapel was repointed,
that is to say all stones had their mortar replaced. We buried 28 animals picked up
in the road.
We spent time totally rebuilding the ball field at Forest Glade Park, including
the installation of an automatic watering system. We picked up 21,337 bags of
leaves and grass curbside for residents. We chipped brush curbside for 575
residents. We performed major clean up work at 2 properties taken by the City for
back taxes. In May we conducted a Household Hazardous Waste Day which was
attended by 21 1 residents.
Public Works employees enjoyed a safe and protective year providing
maintenance services to the City.
Little Tykes show theirpride and certificatesfollowing Graduation.
SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Somersworth Public Library will provide the citizens of the City of
Somersworth the materials and services necessary for their informational,
educational, and recreational reading needs. The Library will actively encourage
young children to read and appreciate learning. It will also preserve materials
needed to provide future generations with a record of the history of the City.
Handicapped accessibility remained a priority for 1996-1997. The architectural
firm of Tennent/Wallace developed four solutions to the major access problems
within the building. Many hours of consideration and discussion were devoted to
reaching a consensus on the best solution to benefit the most citizens. The Board
of Trustees made a recommendation to the City Manager in October and funding
may be delayed for the next fiscal year to be able to pursue grant opportunities.
The Somersworth High School Library had to find temporary quarters during
the renovation of the High School. Many of their materials were placed in storage.
We worked closely with the librarian Cynthia Riley, to provide additional support
and services to the students and teachers during this project.
The library served as a work site for a resident enrolled in the Senior
Community Service Employment Program. This individual worked twenty hours
weekly, and has been instrumental in preparing the collection for an anticipated
automation project to provide computer access to the resources of the library.
Other highlights of 1996-1997 include the continuation of nine museum passes
giving free or reduced admission to area museums, classroom visits to the
elementary schools to encourage and promote reading and library use,
development of a Trustees orientation program to integrate new Board members
more easily into the organization, and producing a homework brochure to help
students better utilize the facilities and resources of the library.
It was exciting to start the Friends of Somersworth Libraries group. This
group began meeting in January of 1997, and held four meetings in the late winter
and spring, culminating in a table at the Somersworth Children's Festival to
promote this volunteer organization and the library. All residents are invited to
participate in this volunteer organization dedicated to the support of the public and
school libraries of Somersworth.
The children's room continued to provide quality services to the school and
preschool children in the city. Story hours were run for the preschoolers and
toddlers during the school year, and a summer reading program for all children
during July and August. Carol Bresaw, the Children's Librarian, did over 140
story hours this past year, and provided activities twice a week for the eight-week
summer reading program.
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In the past ten years, the number of hours open has increased 12% and the
number of items borrowed has increased 40%, with only an 8% increase in
population. As of June 30, 1997, the collection at the Somersworth Public Library






A customer satisfaction survey was printed in the spring edition of the
Somersworth News. This survey had a limited, but overall positive, response with
respondees requesting more books, videos, and audio books, Internet access, and
other suggestions for other services. Another survey is planned for next year to get
a better picture about what the library can be doing to setter serve the community.
The Board of Trustees, the regular staff, and volunteers all work as a team to
provide high quality Service to this community and its citizens. Without your
input, this becomes our library and not yours. You are invited to attend Trustee
meetings, held the first Tuesday, at 7:00 P.M., January - June and August -
November, at the Library, to speak with the Director or any staff member or use
our suggestion box or surveys to let us know what we are doing right and what we
are doing wrong.
LIBRARY HOURS
Monday - Wednesday 9AM - 8:30 PM
Thursday - Friday 9AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday 9AM - 3:00 PM
Closed Sundays and most Federal Holidays
STAFF TRUSTEES
Debora Longo, Library Director Joan McNally, Chairperson
Carol Bresaw, Children's Librarian Gregory Bailey
Nancy Polity, Library Assistant Judith Goodnow
Larry Reynolds, Circulation Assistant Susan Littlefield






The Welfare Department continues to provide general assistance to
Somersworth residents who encounter financial hardship. During the last fiscal
year, 70% of Welfare expenditures were for rental assistance. Another
approximately 20% was spent on food and medication with the remainder going to
electric, oil and other miscellaneous expenses. Able-bodied individuals receiving
assistance are required to participate in the Workfare Program by working in an
assigned City Department. Recipients are also required to be actively seeking
employment and must check in weekly with 15 job contacts for the previous week.
We have encountered a much larger number of homeless people in the last year.
This is surprising, considering the economy. However, rents have been going up
and people on fixed incomes, or in low paying jobs, find that they cannot afford
their rent and are out on the streets. Shelters in the state have been full for most of
the year which has presented a problem for all of us who work with this population.
State Welfare Reform has had some affect on the City, but the program is still
in its early stages. People who have been sanctioned by the State for non-
compliance have come to the City to apply, but are often not willing to comply with
the requirements related to the City Welfare Guidelines. We will be closely
monitoring the impact of Interstate Migration from Massachusetts in the next year.
Massachusetts had adopted a two-year limit for receipt of TANF benefits
(previously AFDC). That two year limit has expired and it is felt that some people
will be moving across state lines to New Hampshire.
The Welfare Department assists eligible residents while directing them to other
types of assistance which will be more long term. By working closely with
representatives of the Somersworth Housing Authority, the State Human Services
Dept., the Fuel Assistance Program and other social service agencies, we are
usually able to help our clients receive the help they need to become self sufficient





The net value of Somersworth during fiscal year 1997 was $354,084,076,
which is a 2.58 million dollar increase over last year.
Effective January 1, 1998, the exemptions are as follows:
1 . For a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, twenty thousand
($20,000) dollars;
2. For a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, twenty-five
thousand ($25,000) dollars; and
3. For a person 80 years of age or older, thirty thousand ($30,000)
dollars.
To qualify for the elderly exemption:
1 . The taxpayer must be a New Hampshire resident for at least
five (5) years and own the real estate individually or jointly, or,
if the real estate is owned by such person's spouse, they must
have been married at least five (5) years.
2. The taxpayer must have net income of not more than fourteen
thousand, eight hundred ($14,800) dollars or, if married, a
combined net income of less than twenty-three thousand
($23,000) dollars; and
3. The taxpayer must not own the assets in excess of thirty-five
thousand ($35,000) dollars, excluding the value of the person's
residence.
Exemptions must now be filed by the taxpayer with the local assessing
officials by August 1 , prior to the setting of the tax rate.
The following documentation must be provided at the time of application:
• List of assets, value of each asset, net encumbrance and net value of each
asset;
• Statement of applicant and spouse's income; W-2 and 1099 forms;
• Federal Income Tax form;
• State Interest and Dividends Tax form; and
• Property Tax Inventory form filed in any other town.
(Documents are considered confidential and are returned to the applicant at the time
a decision is made on the application.)
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With the assistance of Patriot Properties, the City of Somersworth will do a
computerized revaluation "update" on all property effective April 1, 1998. The
property sales from January, 1997 through April, 1998 will be used in the
revaluation.
There will not be a formal written notice of the new value to each property
owner. The new value will appear on your first bill due July 1 , and the tax rate will
be 1/2 the 1997 tax rate. Any increase or decrease in your taxes will be adjusted on
the final bill which is due December 1, 1998.
A book with all the revised property values will be on file at the Somersworth
Library and in the Assessing Office, at City Hall, about May 15th . It is the intent to
have property assessed values at 100% of market value.
Shirley J. White,
City Assessor




With the resignation of Development Services Director, Michael Parda, the first
half of the fiscal year was absent a Director of Development Services. In November
1997, the City Manager appointed Daniel R. DeSantis, as Director of Development
Services. DeSantis came from Portsmouth, Ohio, where his most recent position
was President & CEO of the Southern Ohio Growth Partnership. He brings his
twenty-five years of experience in economic development to Somersworth.
Over the past year, Somersworth began to experience the effects of the strong
economy in Southern New Hampshire. Major developments took place in
Somersworth that will add to the City's tax base as well as create job opportunities.
They include;
• Expansion of the General Linen Company to the Malley Farm business and
Industrial Park. This 65,000 square foot facility will not only create jobs, but
has created renewed interest in the Malley Farm Business and Industrial
Park.
• Further development has occurred on Route 108, including, Great Bay Oral
Surgery, Somersworth Dialysis Center, Somersworth Fun Center, Highland
Tank and Interstate Glass. In addition, Route 1 08 saw the location of Key
Auto Sales. It is clear that the Route 108 corridor is fast becoming a major
economic force in the Tri-City Area.
• Development on High Street include Agway, Citgo, Hong Luck, Dr.
Clarizio, and the location of Nationwide Insurance.
During the year, the High Street Corridor Project has entered the final phase of
expansion planning. The final design consists of widening a portion of High Street
to accommodate five (5) lanes and sidewalks; a center median island at existing
signalized intersections; and traffic signal improvements at Stackpole Road. It is
expected that construction will begin during the next fiscal year.
City Planning
Throughout the year, the Planning Board worked diligently on drafting
amendments to the Site Plan Review Regulations relative to appearance criteria for
site design standards. The new standards apply to both site and buildings, but focus
primarily on building features, siting and design.
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The Planning Board was kept busy reviewing the many projects including those
mentioned earlier in this report.
Work also began on improving the Malley Farm Recreation Area, located in the
southeast corner of the City off of Main Street. The project involves the expansion
and improvement of the existing trail network; construction of two footbridges;
improvements to make the site more accessible to special populations, and signage
to identify the project. Several recreational activities are now available such as
walking, jogging, hiking, mountain biking, bird watching, horseback riding and x-
country skiing.
Code Enforcement





120 electrical permits issued
38 plumbing permits issued
16 mechanical permits issued
9 residential homes constructed




Total new value $3,776,988
Over 700 building inspections were performed. In July 1997, City Council
passed a resolution implementing a Property Maintenance Code. Since its passage,
progress has been made regarding systematic inspection of properties in the City. It
is expected that this ordinance will significantly improve the image of Somersworth
property.
Revolving Loan Fund Activity
In September 1996, The Somersworth Industrial Authority and the Great Falls
Development Corporation (GFDC) jointly closed on a loan to Lipson Food, Inc.
Kinderworks Corporation closed on a loan with SIDA in May 1996. The loan assisted
Kinderworks with working capital to expand its market.
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In addition, SIDA established the Strafford County Economic Development
Authority (SCEDA) which will continue to provide loan assistance to Somerworth's
businesses as well as the rest of Strafford County.
Lilly Pond Golf Course
The Department of Development Services developed plans for the construction
of an eighteen-hole golf course on 288 acres of land taken by the City for
nonpayment of property and sewer betterment taxes in 1995. William Bradley
Booth of Ogunquit, Maine was engaged as the golf course architect. The design
was 90% complete during FY 1996/97. It is expected that the final design together
with the application for a state permit will be submitted to state regulators during
early 1998.
Economic Condition and Outlook
The Somersworth Economy continues to be strong and reflects the State
economy. The unemployment rate for the City is at 2.2% as compared to the overall
U.S. unemployment rate at 4.3%
The City of Somersworth is located in the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), which is the second largest metropolitan area
in Northern New England. Its total workforce for 1997 was greater than the
previous years with overall employment and earnings data showing marked
increases over 1996. Over 2,000 jobs were created in the area over 1996.
Development in the City has been substantial. Almost 40,000 square feet of
new commercial construction was added representing approximately $2.7 million
dollars in new assessed value.
The City's Department of Development Services, along with the dedicated
members of various City Boards, will continue to actively promote economic
development and make Somersworth an even better place to live and do business.
Development Services Staff
The following represents Development Services officials and /or full time staff:
Director Daniel R. DeSantis
City Planner Jamie Steffen
Code enforcement Carroll Siegers
Assessor (part time) Shirley White
Recreation Karyn Fischer
Planning Clerk Roxanne Rines
Development Services Clerk Gwen Erley
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ENGINEERING
Somersworth Sanitary Landfill Superfund Site: The City of Somersworth
and the General Electric Co. continue the work as required by the Consent
Decree entered into with the USEPA to prepare the Remedial Design to build
the Preferred Remedy. Work was delayed during the year because of the
inability to gather data from the PILOT constructed during November 1996.
Part of the problems were due to apparent reversal of groundwater flow
because of weather conditions and part of the problem may have resulted from
construction methods utilized for the Pilot Chemical Treatment Wall. The
USEPA granted the City and G.E. a 1-year extension to the data-gathering
period to permit evaluation of the performance of the selected remedy. The
delay with associated added monitoring and analysis of sample (I 2 Monthly
events) will result in extra cost of about $3 00,000.
Road Construction: During the 1996 Construction season the City provided
for the reconstruction of Grove street complete with drainage, curbs, and
sidewalk. Ellswick St. Sinclair Avenue and Wolcott St. were reconstructed
with some drainage improvements on these streets. The City also, cooperated
with the State of New Hampshire in providing roadway improvements as part
of the railroad crossing up-grade at Indigo Hill Rd. and Depot St. Plans were
prepared for the reconstruction of Gonic Road which will be completed next
year.
Golf Course: The City is in the process of developing plans for the
construction of an 18 hole golf course on 288 Acres of land given to the City in
lieu of payment of taxes and sewer betterment charges. The Hired William
Bradley Booth of Ogunquit Maine as the Golf Course Architect and the design
has been 90% completed. It is expected that the final design together with the
application will be submitted to the Regulators during early 1998. Final details
for storm water management and access to the site need to be completed to
finalize the Application. It is anticipated that the completion of this project
will provide the City with a valuable asset that will generate sufficient profit to
provide the City with income in lieu of taxes and maintain valuable open space




Water Department: The Water Department had it's "Noble Street Standpipe"
inducted into the Century Club by the Steel Plate Fabricators Association in
recognition of 100 years of continual service for the water storage needs of the
City. This Standpipe was completely refurbished during the year. It is
anticipated that this Standpipe will not require repairs for at least 15 years.
The Water Department purchased a new Van truck to provide for a
"Workshop" on wheels for the system maintenance crew. The Water main was
extended along Ellswick and Sinclair Streets to "loop" the system as part of the
roadway reconstruction project.
Work on the Water Treatment Plant pumping capacity to the distribution
system needs to be undertaken in the near future. Currently "Peak Day"
demand during hot summer days exceeds the High Lift Pumping capacity
during days when demand exceeds 1 .9 million gallons per day. During recent
years demand has exceeded the pumping capacity for one or two days.
Craft time after story hour at the Somersworth Public Library.
28
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
The Somersworth Recreation & Parks Department is hard at work designing
and implementing many programs for all of our residents to enjoy during their
leisure time. We try to offer a variety of activities for all ages from camps to
special events.
We had several children's activities in the past year for those who are 3-12 years
old and our ever popular Little Tykes Fun Station for the pre-school age. Also for
the pre-school age we offered Kiddie Kickers, a soccer program that was well
attended. The afterschool programs that were offered were Fun with Paper Maiche,
Beading, Drama Class, Open Gym, Tennis, Little Picasos, Old Fashion Games, and
Club Fitness, Make It and Take It, Ceramics, Golf Lessons, Cooperative Games.
These afterschool programs run from September to June.
The teenage population enjoyed several programs this year, basketball, floor
hockey, aerobics, craft classes, and vacation trips to Amesbury Sports Park and
Attitash Bear Peak.
The children and teen activities that happen once a year are Saturday AM
basketball with 150 participants and Drop In Basket Ball from November to
February, Fall soccer League with 110 participants from September to October,
Hershey Track & Field from June to July, and again this year we had several
individuals place sixth or better in the state (1000 children compete at this meet in
July). This is a great honor for Somersworth. Fleer Diamond Skills a new program
attracted 36 individuals who competed in running, batting, and fielding on a local
level. Twelve individuals went on to compete at the State Level, and two
individuals, Ryan Lapoint and Ryan Card went on to compete at the Regionals in
Boston, Ma. Ryan Lapoint made it to the National Competition at Jacob's Field in
Cleveland OH. Congratulations to all that competed.
Our Summer Programs went extremely well this year. Our daycamp and half-a-
camp program served 200 children, the preschool program, Funshine, served 30,
the minor league baseball program served 90 children, the coed softball program
served 30 participants and the tennis program served 48 children. We also had a
teen program, TRENDS, which served 25 teens. All of these programs combined
keep our community's children busy in a safe environment during their summer
vacation.
The adults enjoyed a few programs as well, the self defense program is now in
its 4th year with the Recreation Department and is well run thanks to Bruce
Vinciguerra. We also offer craft classes throughout the year and some of the
projects were, cut, painted and pierced lampshades, basket making classes, dried
floral wreath, Christmas decorations, and dried floral arrangements.
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The senior citizens enjoyed several trips this year. We take a trip twice a month
to some interesting places such as, Annual Christmas Tree Shop; Amesbury
Playhouse; Giordano's Starlight Theater; Christa McAuliffe Planetarium; Kittery
Outlet Shopping; Indianhead Resort; NH Science and Nature Center; Keepsake
Quilting; Nipsey Russell; Foster's Downeast Clambake; Lakes Region Factory
Outlet shopping; North Shore Music Center; the Annual Christmas Lights tour, and
senior picnic at GE field with the sounds of Westernaire band. We also offered a 55
Alive Driving course for anyone over 55 years of age. All of these activities are
not to be missed in the future; they are such a great time for everyone.
Family trips that were taken this year were the annual trip to see the Red Sox
play at Fenway, the Celtics play at the new Fleet Center, Secret Garden Tour in
Newport, RI, Patriots Game at Foxboro Stadium, the Boston Flower Show at the
Bayside Expo Center, a trip to Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market and sledding at
Amesbury Sports Park. These trips are a great time for families to spend time
together and not have to worry about traffic, parking, and tolls. Join us for a great
family adventure.
We also offered school vacation trips to the movies, bowling, swimming, skiing,
Space Center in Hooks, NH. A great way to spend the vacation week with your
friends.
The special events that we are proud to offer to the community are the Friends
5K Roadrace and Walk in June, a Bike Rodeo in September, the Children's
Halloween Party and the Witch and Goblin Decorating Contest in October, the
Children's Christmas Party in December, Daddy Daughter Date Night in February,
the Easter Egg Eggstravaganza, Fishing Derby in June, Golf Tournament in
September, Summer Kick-Off Jam in June, and Drive in Movies at Noble Pines in
June and the Rotten Sneaker Contest in April. These are fun events to participate in
for the whole family, be sure to join us in the future.
We gave scholarships to 37 individuals who were in need of financial
assistance, If you are in need of financial assistance we will make every effort to
help you participate in our activities.
We hope you and your family were able to participate in the many activities,
programs, trips and events that we offer to the community. If you have any
suggestions for future programs, trips or events please be sure to give us a call or
drop us a line and we will be happy to try it.
We also now include our brochure in the City Newsletter that is mailed to each
resident four times a year, or you can pick one up in our office.

















$ (DOLLARS) GO COMMENTS
Flanagan Center Gym and Meeting
Spaces provided for the
Strafford County Head






Festival and other civic
organizations.
Since 1972, the SHA has
provided free use to the
City for this facility.
The SHA pays all staff
costs and all utility costs
for this facility. These
costs result in lower
PILOT payments to the




All costs are borne by
the SHA out of operating
subsidies.
It would cost the City in






Approx. 125-130 Approx. $571 ,000 from





children of families who
must work. Because of
funding sources, the
Center is able to provide
a sliding fee scale for
parents who must work
but cannot afford
daycare prices (approx.




This is one of the few
Centers in the area that
provide care for
newborn infants (around
6 weeks of age).
Provides 2 meals and 1





Meals on Wheels (Home
Delivered recipients):





Approx. $431 ,000 per
year from USDA, Title
XX, Title IMC, and
anonymous donations.
Provides for the
nutritious meals and the




are homebound or are
for some reason unable




1. 17-31 Market Street $10,717.31 Community Development Project
2. *Park View Terrace
(199 Maple Street) $15,277.66 Section 8 Project-Based Contract Administration
3. *Greek Church
(10 Green Street) $8,750.54 Community Development Project
4. *Chandler School
(2 Pleasant Street) $10,054.75 Community Development Project
5. *Green Street School
(104 Green Street) $13,512.99 HUD Section 312 Project
6. Queensbury Mill
(1 Market Street) $13,976.00 Low Income Housing Tax Credits
Number ofSchool Age Children for Somersworth Housing Authority (Ages 5 to 18 years)
l.BAP: 65 - PILOT -4% of Total Enrollment
2. Smokey Hollow: 13 - Pays full taxes
3. Section 8: 51 - Pays full taxes
All previously non-taxable properties.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
Honorable Mayor and City Council
City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the
City of Somersworth, New Hampshire, as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then
ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the
City's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general
purpose financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing stand-
ards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements
are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis,
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose finan-
cial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles
used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the
overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the City of
Somersworth, New Hampshire, as of June 30, 1997 and the results of its
operations, and cash flows of its proprietary and similar trust fund types for the
year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general pur-
pose financial statements taken as a whole. The additional information included
in Schedules A-1 through G-3 and Statistical Tables 1 through 14 are presented
for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general
purpose financial statements of the City of Somersworth, New Hampshire. Such
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of
the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all






All Fund Types and Account Groups
June 30, 1997 - Exhibit 1
Governmental Fund Types
ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments
Investments held by others
Taxes receivable
Accounts receivable




Amount to be provided for retirement of
general long-term debt
Total Assets and Other Debits






Due to other funds
Prepaid taxes
Other liabilities and accrued expenses
Landfill clean-up assessment
General obligation bonds payable
Obligations to employees under deferred
compensation plan
Total Liabilities
Equity and Other Credits:
Contributed capital
Retained earnings
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Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings/
Fund Balance - Proprietary Fund Types and Similar Trust Funds
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Exhibit 4
Operating Revenues:
User fees























Depreciation on assets acquired with
contributed capital
Increase (Decrease) in Retained Earnings
Retained Earnings/Fund Balance, beginning









































Combined Statement of Cash Flows
Proprietary Fund Types and Similar Trust Funds
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Exhibit 5
Cash Flows From Operating Activities:
Operating loss, net of interest income
Adjustments to reconcile operating loss to net cash









Other liabilities and accrued expenses
Net Cash Provided (Used) By Operating Activities
Cash Flows From Investing Activities:
Interest earnings
Purchases of investments
Proceeds from sale of investment
Net Cash Provided By Investing Activities
Cash Flows From Capital and Related Financing Activities:
Purchase of property, plant and equipment
Proceeds from state grant
Payments of long-term debt
Interest expense
Net Cash Used By Capital and Related
Financing Activities
Cash Flows From Non-Capital Financing Activities:
Loans to other funds
Loans from other funds
Transfers to other funds
Net Cash Used By Non-Capital Financing Activities
Net Decrease in Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and Cash Equivalents, beginning of year
Cash and Cash Equivalents, end of year




























Detail Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources
Budget and Actual - General Fund
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Detail Schedule of Expenditures and Other Financing Uses
Budget and Actual - General Fund


















Detail Schedule of Expenditures and Other Financing Uses
Budget and Actual - General Fund
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Debt Service Fund
Combining Balance Sheet

















LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY
Liabilities:
Deferred revenues




























Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Equity





























Excess of revenues under expenditures
Other Financing Sources:
Transfers in
Total Other Financing Sources




















Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures - Budget and Actual
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule C-3










Route 16 Sewer Improvement Totals
Capital Projects Funds
Combining Balance Sheet




























Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Retained Earnings
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule E-2
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(This page intentionally placed here)
57
Enterprise Funds
Combining Schedule of Revenues, Expenses, Budget and Actual






Combining Statement of Cash Flows
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule E-4
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Non-Expendable Trust Funds
Combining Statements of Revenue, Expenses and Changes in Fund Equity
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule F-2
Non-Expendable Trust Funds
Combining Schedule of Cash Flows
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule F-3
Cash Flows From Operating Activities:
Operating loss, net of interest income
Net Cash Used By Operating Activities
Cash Flows From Investing Activities:
Interest income
Purchase of investments
Proceeds from sale of investment
Net Cash Provided By Investing Activities
Net Increase (Decrease) in
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and Cash Equivalents, beginning
of year
Cash and Cash Equivalents, end
of year
Expendable Trust Funds
Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Equity
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule F-4
Revenues:






Excess of revenues over expenditures 2,61
3
Fund Equity, beginning 55,759
Fund Equity, ending $ 58,372
64
Agency Funds
Combining Statement of Changes in Assets and Liabilities
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule F-5
Citv Escrows Accounts
Schedule of Changes in General Fixed Assets
By Function and Activity
For the Year Ended June 30, 1997 - Schedule G-2
Schedule of Changes in General Fixed Assets
By Function and Activity
June 30, 1997 - Schedule G-3
NOTES
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